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Addition 
EYFS 

Practical equipment – start with biggest 

number 

3 + 2 = 5 

Year 1 

Part whole models – practical, visual, 

abstract 

 

Year 2 

2 digit numbers 

Base 10 – tens and ones moving onto 

place value counters 

Year 3 

3 digit numbers 

Place value counters HTO moving onto 

column 

Year 4 

4 digit numbers 

Formal column method - PV counters if 

needed 

 

Year 5/6 

Up to 1 million and use of decimals 

Formal column method 

 

+ = 
5 

3 2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subtraction 
EYFS 

Practical equipment – start with biggest 

number and physically move objects to 

subtract 

5 – 2 = 3 

Year 1 

Striking out method 

5 – 2 = 3 

 

Year 2 

2 digit numbers 

Base 10 – tens and ones moving onto 

PV counters 

Year 3 

3 digit numbers 

PV counters HTO moving onto column 

Year 4 

4 digit numbers 

Formal column method - PV counters if 

needed 

 

Year 5/6 

Up to 1 million and use of decimals 

Formal column method 

 

- = 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multiplication 
Year 1 

Practical equipment  

Groups of, leading to arrays 

Year 2 

Arrays that show commutative law 

Year 3 

2 digit numbers 

Base 10 leading to PV counters 

Year 4 

2 or 3 digits by 1 digit 

PV counters leading to column method 

 

 

Year 5 

4 digits by 1 or 2 digits 

Short and long column multiplication 

 

 

Year 6 

4 digits by 1 or 2 digits 

Short and long column multiplication 

 

3 groups of 2 



 

Division 
EYFS/ Year 1 

Sharing out objects equally into groups 

Halving of quantities (practical) 

 

 

Year 2 

2 digit numbers 

Sharing equally into groups (pictoral) 

leading into tens and ones columns 

 

Year 3 

2 digits by 1 digit 

No exchange, leading into exchange into 

ones 

 

Year 4 

3 digits by 1 digit 

PV counters leading into short division  

 

Year 5/6 

4 digits by 1 digit 

Formal short division method 

 

Year 6 

Introduce long division to divide 4 by 2 

digits 
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